Lake Pelican Preservation Society

PO Box 1122

Watertown, SD  57201

Preserve, Protect & Restore Lake Pelican

Minutes:  October 8, 2009

Presided:  Bill Towle, President

Recorded by:  Linda Miller, Secretary

Present:  Bill Towle, Dale & Linda Miller, Don & Judy Heim (hosts), Courtney Livingston, Roger Foote, Dean Jordan, Bob Hanson and John West.

Bill called the meeting to order at 7:09pm.

No minutes were read from the September 3rd meeting.  Jeanette Towle recorded the September 3rd minutes in the absence of Linda Miller.  Jeanette was not present this evening.

Treasurer’s report was read and approved.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. NE City Ramp Site:  Courtney reported the picnic tables were in place; a security light has been installed and the vault toilet is in transit and will be installed very soon.  According to Roger Adams, the “E.C. Krull” redwood sign will be made this winter and placed in the ramp site area in the spring and there will also be a sign at the junction of 14th Street SW & Hwy 212 directing the public to the “E.C. Krull Pelican Lake Access Area”.  As a reminder, the slough adjacent to the access area is still the responsibility of the Lake Pelican Water Project District.

2. Neighborhood Watch:  Courtney reported that each lake addition area would have an 18x24 Neighborhood Watch sign posted at their entrances, provided by the county sheriff’s department.  Stakes with orange flags are being used as markers until the signs can be installed.  Each area leader is gathering names, phone numbers & emails from their neighbors.

3. Newsletter:  Bob reported work has begun on the newsletter; still needs reports from each addition; he will be calling some of us to get this.  He suggested we dedicate this issue to Skinny – all were in agreement.  Also, members would like to see Don Marquardt’s contribution mentioned and non-phosphorus lawn fertilizer should be stressed again in the newsletter.

4. Poultry Plant:  Roger checked on our concern regarding the poultry plant; he was assured from DENR and Codington County officials that this plant is closed and is sitting idle.

5. Water Test Results:  Roger reported results of water taken from both lakes.  Comparing Lake Kampeska’s readings over the last several years, Roger is seeing tiny improvements and feels the weir has helped.  Lake Pelican readings still vary, depending on where he takes the sample.  The new barrier and removal of feed lot south of Lake Pelican may take a couple of years before difference in test results; sand bar closed just after Spring rush, so not much water-flow coming in this summer.  Our aquifer is full; the river gauge rose 1-½ feet after 3” of rain this past week.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Roger’s Report:  Roger is experimenting with the lake foam; extracting it from the shoreline; running tests & finding a high concentration of phosphorus.  If he can figure out an economically way to remove foam from the lake, it would help decrease the phosphorus count.

2. New Fire Station:  Dean has visited with the Fire Chief regarding the building of the new fire station.  There is a proposed tax increase for fire protection to county residents.  Dean’s question to the Chief was how many trucks will be sent when they are called out to a rural area – will we get more than one truck?  Ken Larson will get back to Dean with an answer.

Adjourned at 8:24pm.

Next meeting will be held on November 5th at Dale Miller’s office to assemble newsletter; meeting time at 7pm.

Respectfully submitted by Linda Miller, Secretary.
