Lake Pelican Preservation Society

PO Box 1122

Watertown, SD  57201

Preserve, Protect & Restore Lake Pelican

Minutes:  June 11, 2009

Presided:  Bill Towle, President

Recorded by:  Linda Miller, Secretary

Present:  Bill & Jeanette Towle (hostesses), Dale & Linda Miller, Don Heim, Courtney & Karen Livingston, Roger & Connie Foote, Merlyn & Joan Siegfried, Dean & Dianne Jordan and special guest, Roger Adams.

Bill called the meeting to order at 7:40pm after our potluck/brat & burger grilled supper.  He welcomed all the spouses and guest, Roger Adams.

Minutes were read; motion to accept May minutes was made by Dale, seconded by Courtney; carried. 

Dale gave the treasurer’s report.  Motion to accept report made by Courtney; seconded by Jeanette; carried.

Courtney introduced our special guest, Roger Adams, who works for the City of Watertown.  We specifically wanted him to review the progress of the lakeside project at the NE corner of Lake Pelican and conclude if there was anything our group could contribute to help improve this area.  Roger began by giving us a short history of the area.  It used to be the old dump, but sat for several years after it was closed.  It was voted by the city to get rid of the property, so all was sold except for about 2 acres of lake frontage.  Last year the boat dock and ramp was improved for public access to the lake.  The city does maintain the grounds, mowing and trimming trees.  Roger said his department has received a 75/25 grant from Game Fish & Parks for the purchase of a vault-like restroom, which will be installed by the end of this summer.  Their fall project is to haul in dirt to fill in and level the area.  Other possibilities for improvement are security lighting and picnic tables.  He said the picnic tables that would be most appropriate may cost around $500 each and would be chained to the ground.  We also discussed naming the park area after Skinny Krull, in recognition of his dedication to Lake Pelican.  Roger thought this would be very acceptable to the Park Board.  They meet the last Tuesday of every month, next meeting being June 30th at the City Auditorium at 7pm.  Courtney volunteered to contact Skinny’s daughter, Geri Bigham, to get her permission.

Dale moved to donate funds to purchase 2 picnic tables; Jeanette second; motion passed.

Bill thanked Roger for his presentation; and Roger thanked us for the donation.  He will place an order for 2 tables. 

OLD BUSINESS:

1. Polze Addition Erosion:  Dale reported that homeowners on each side of the erosion problem were very agreeable to this shoreline project.  Roger stated that the work was to begin June 15th.

2. Spawning Project:  Dale called the GF&P office in Webster, since they had also tried these spawning reels; they did not work well for them.  Dale also contacted the GF&P office in Sioux Falls; they suggested Christmas trees in 3-4 feet of water around the shoreline.  We would need to research the use of Christmas trees with our local GF&P and would also need a permit to do this.  Don Heim & Dale Miller will remove existing reels & stakes from lake on Saturday, June 13th.

3. Membership Update:  Courtney is waiting for the completion of the newsletter, since membership renewal notices will go out with the newsletter.

4. Carp Fishing Tournament:  Linda reported a thank-you note was sent to Randy Crawford.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Schwanke Quarter:  It was reported that this section, which is owned by the elevator, has a pile of broken hunks of concrete and large rocks, which inadvertently slows the run-off to the lake.  A good thing for now.

2. Poultry Plant:  who’s monitoring the poultry plant lagoon?  Roger said it’s supposed to be empty, but if anyone sees any activity, please report it to him.  Also, there is money to close facilities like that.

3. GF&P Testing:  Game Fish & Parks will be nest testing on Lake Pelican on June 29th.

4. Public Hearing:  There is a public hearing about a landowner in West Air Haven who is impounding junk cars on his land.  Roger will attend this meeting and report back to us.

5. Wetlands:  there will be a future mitigation for the wetlands, inlet & outlet to Lake Pelican, regarding the southern bypass around the city of Watertown.

6. UBSRWP:  John West attended the last meeting and reported that the Board recommended to the City of Watertown that they ban fertilizer with phosphates in it.  He will keep us posted on the progress of the recommendation.

Adjourned at 8:50pm.

Next meeting will be held in September and Jordan’s.

Respectfully submitted by Linda Miller, Secretary.
