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      On April 24, 1986, South Dakota Save Our Lakes Association was organized:  1)  to 

promote preservation of South Dakota Lakes; 2) to work in conjunction with organized lake 

development associations; and 3) to provide educational, organizational, and public relations 

services to supporters of lake preservation.  

     On October 13, 1992, the Articles of Incorporation was amended to rename it South Da-

kota Lakes and Streams Association, Inc.  Our mission was to protect, preserve, and re-

store out South Dakota Water Resources through networking, education, and stewardship. 

     During the ensuing years, 17 lakes and rivers have been restored through riparian restora-

tion or sediment dredging.  Also a part of our mission included involvement in Special Pro-

jects, including Storm Drain Monitoring, Adopt a Lake/Stream, and Volunteer Citizen Moni-

toring.  Our Association also provided education, consultation, and organizational services 

through our website and newsletter, SPLASH and personal visitations.  These functions were 

segmented into the Operations Division, Special Projects Division, and Association Division, 

the latter of which included administrative and educational activities.   

     Several reasons prompted the downsizing of SDL&SA. The Operations Division was dis-

solved and all assets sold.  The Special Projects Division was reduced to Volunteer Monitor-

ing, and although it is still supported by our Association, it became the Dakota Water Watch, 

under the direction of the East Dakota Water Development District.  What remains of the As-

sociation Division is Administration and Education.   

     This is where we are now.  Our SPLASH quarterly newsletter and our website, 

www.sdlakesandstreams.com, are our communications devices.  One of our goals is to get 

more individuals and Lake/Stream Associations to join our organization.  We are creating 

association websites for each member that desires to become part of our growing network, 

and link those that have existing websites..  This will give all members a collaborative voice 

to bring issues of relevance pertaining to our water resources, to the media, legislature, 

DENR, and lake and stream residents.  A current project we are undertaking is to develop a 

bill to submit to our S.D. Legislature that would mandate 0-based Phosphorus lawn fertilizer 

and phosphorus free laundry detergent as default products in retail stores, similar to the laws 

of several states.   

     The John M. Corothers Clean Lakes Foundation was created to support water oriented 

projects.  It has funded many scholarships for students to the Oak Lake Summer Science 

Camp.  Donations from our members, will fund other worthwhile projects.   

     Our board of directors consist of residents from Lake Hendricks, Clear Lake (Marshall 

Co), Punished Woman Lake, Brandt Lake, Oakwood Lakes, and Lake Poinsett.  We welcome 

new members that are interested in the maintenance of high quality water resources in S.D. 

     We are at a crucial time in history for protecting our water resources.  In times of eco-

nomic development, environmental issues can be pushed aside in weighing risks and benefits. 
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A Trip to Spearfish Canyon Was a Rewarding Experience 

     In late November, Trudie  and I had the good fortune to go west for the weekend with Dr. Bruce and Ila 

Lushbough, Brookings.  Our first stop, a lunch break in Pierre, yielded my first positive reaction.  Although I 

usually look up for the better things in life, I happened to look down, probably to miss stumbling on the curb.  

     Several years ago, all cities over 10,000 in South Dakota were mandated to have markers on the city drains 

in the form of stenciling, painting, or (in this case) decals reminding citizens to refrain from dumping pollut-

ants, which eventually empties into our water supplies.  Seeing that Pierre is complying gave me hope.  Hope 

that all our cities are doing the same. 

     While in Spearfish Canyon, I was reminded that Spearfish Creek, when I last visited it, was being polluted 

with effluent from a processing plant at Homestake Mine.  For several years, the Creek was red/sterile for a 

considerable distance (as I remember it).  Another positive aspect of this trip West was to find a beautiful, 

clear Creek.  (Editor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Spearfish Creek in Spearfish Canyon 

  


