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     The 16th Annual meeting of SDL&SA was held in the NeSoDak Bible Camp 

Chapel on Lake Enemy Swim near Waubay, SD, May 16, 2009.  The Board of Direc-

tors met at 10:00 AM, registration at noon, and the afternoon program began at 12:45. 

     There were 31 in attendance for the program.  Lake Enemy Swim:  Doug Block, 

Dennis Daly. Richard Grebner, Ken & Jan Schulte, Donna & Dean North.  Wau-

bay residents present but not identified as E.S. residents on the sign-up sheet:  Marsha 

Renville, Jim Whitted, Bruce A. Pitt, Sean Contrera, Bernadette Mordesen, Dale 

Augustson.  Drake Construction of Waubay:  Wes, Merlyn, and Bonnie Drake.    ; 

Day County Commissioner, Derek Sinner.  Day County Conservation District, Den-

nis Skadsen.   Day County Izaak Walton League, David Trefz (president), Larry 

Jirava.  Greater Pickerel Lake Assôn:  Al Severson, Jan Knott, and Berdette Zas-

trow.  Lake Hendricks Lake Assôn:  President, Joe Beech.  David Gill, Chairman, En-

emy Swim District and another member represented the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate. 

East Dakota Water Development District Manager, Jay Gilbertson.  SDL&SA: Treas-

urer, Ken Stange, Brookings, VP Punished Woman Lake Assôn, Bill Cunningham, 

Association Web Coordinator Janie Wittmeier, & Larry Wittmeier, Oakwood Lakes 

Association, President Jerry Myers, & Web Coordinator, Trudie Myers, Lake Poin-

seett. One other participant on the sign-up sheet was Chris Jackson .   

   Our audience represented a great cross section of citizens interested in Lake Quality. 
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 2010 GOALS OF  SDLSA  

   Dr. Jerry Myers , President, presented an informa-

tional PPT of the Mission, Goals, and Activities of 

SDL&SA, 2009. Goal 1:  A legislative mandate for 

Zero-based Phosphorus fertilizer to be sold at retail 

stores is the basis of the mandate.  Goal 2:  Support of 

the Dakota Water Watch, a volunteer lake and stream 

monitoring project of water quality, and includes bac-

terial monitoring.  Goal 3:  Development of the 

SDL&SA website with a network of Lake Associa-

tion websites of contributing lake associations.  A 

clearinghouse of Lake Associations in South Dakota 

is non-existent.  It is our goal to create a common 

voice for Associations to express their concerns. 

**************  

COMPROMISING WATER QUALITY AT  

ENEMY SWIM LAKE  

     Doug Block, Enemy Swim Lake resident, filled 

the audience in on the data collected over the past 

several years in his talk ñCompromising Water Qual-

ity at Enemy Swim Lake.ò  

     Mr. Block reviewed the status of Lake Enemy 

Swim from the time his research on shoreline distur-

bance began in late 1998 through the ensuing years to 

the present.  His data included correspondence with 

federal and state agency authorities as well as numer-

ous graphic images of changes in the shoreline over 

the years. 

     A news article from the June 5, 2009 Watertown 

PO, after the annual meeting, is presented on p. 6 in 

this issue. 

**************  

SECTION A:  ASSOCIATION NEWS  

     DAKOTA WATER WATCH  

     Jay Gilbertson, Manager of the East Dakota 

Water Development District of Brookings, pre-

sented a PPT outlining the  Dakota Water Watch 

(DWW), including volunteer monitoring of some 

water quality parameters as well as bacterial moni-

toring.  Jeremy Hinke, Director of the program, was 

unable to attend our meeting. 

2009 ANNUAL MEETING OF SDL&SA:  The Program  

The Effects of Shoreline Development along Pickerel 

Lake, A Case for long-term Water Quality Monitoring 

of South Dakota Lakes.        

     Dennis Skadsen, Project Coordinator, Day County 

Conservation District, presented a ppt on effects of devel-

opment on shoreline disturbance and water quality on 

Lake Pickerel.  In the absence of Dave German, Re-

search Associate at the Water Resources Institute at 

SDSU, Dennis also presented Daveôs water quality data.  

 

                              BUMPER STICKERS                                                            

ñIf you can read this, I have lost my trailer.ò                         

ñHonk if anything falls off.ò                                                                    

ñHow many roads must a man travel down before he ad-

mits he is lost?ò                                                                       

ñHonk if youôve never seen an AK-47 fired from a car 

window.ò 
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 SECTION A:   ASSOCIATION NEWS  

 

2009 ANNUAL MEETING OF SDL&SA:  The Program (continued) 

SDL&SA ANNUAL MEETING CLOSURE LETTER FROM MIKE WILLIAMS  

Dear Friends,     A few years ago I met with other Day County citizens and agency people to discuss the filling of wetlands near Enemy 

Swim Lake. The meeting was conducted by the US Army Corps of Engineers at the request of Senator Johnson. 

     I watched as the COE took testimony from many people present, but would not allow Mr. Block to present a case of improperly adminis-

tered agency regulations and ended the meeting with no effort to protect the environment. 

     The next step by the COE was to issue an agricultural exemption for a road across the inlet estuary so allegedly an assortment of twenty 

some cattle could get to the other side of the inlet stream. Fill was placed below the high water mark to construct a road without a mitigation 

requirement and the cattle were replaced by heavy construction equipment. 

     The beginning of pollutant erosion of soil, nutrients and septic system drainage is evident and poor efforts at a Storm Water Prevention 

Plan that was implemented only after complaints were filed. 

     The savanna in question is what has kept the water quality in the lake. The stream passes through grassland for several miles before 

spreading out and reaching the hydric plants that slow any flows above the ordinary high water mark. That causes what silt there is in the 

water column to settle before reaching the lake proper. By changing the flow rate with only a culvert in the road/dam most likely will result 

in silt from the road and nearby land use to increase sediment and nutrients to flow to the lake over a period of time causing excessive algae 

blooms. 

     Early in the 20th century a similar water delta some two miles wide was changed at Lake Kampeska. Normal spring run-off was one foot 

deep and 10,000 feet wide and seeped to the lake through rushes and other hydric plants. A railroad bed was constructed over the delta us-

ing borrow from the wetland to build the berm needed for the tracks. Shortly thereafter a heavy spring run-off poked a hole in the berm and 

the water gouged out an 11 foot deep 200 foot wide channel directly into the lake. The railroad company simply built a bridge over the 

channel and silt and nutrients have entered the lake unchecked for nearly 100 years. 

     I have fished that area of Enemy Swim Lake for many years. The Blue Gills, walleye and pike seem to gather at the inlet at certain times 

of the year, most especially during flows at the mouth of delta. It was wonderful to fish where others did not often go. This is an example of 

what could happen to many lakes that residents of Day County are so proud of.  It is a systemic process for avoiding Swampbuster and sec-

tion 404 of the Clean Water Act. 

THE 2009 STEWARDSHIP AWARD  

     Doug Block, resident of Enemy Swim Lake and Wa-

tertown, was named SDL&SA Steward of the Year, for 

his decade long study in an effort to protect and preserve 

the shoreline of Enemy Swim Lake. 

     It was Dougôs involvement in his studies that 

prompted SDL&SA to hold their annual meeting on the 

shores of Enemy Swim Lake. 

THANK YOU BOX  

As we approach the exit point in our downsizing of 

SDL&SA with the dissolution of the Operations Division, 

we want to recognize some special people who made this 

workable. 

Nitteberg Construction Co.                                                     

Gale Nitteberg, president, for his cooperation;  Kay Lar-

son. for coordinating the scheduling of loading equip-

ment ;  Butch Salmonson and Larry Saathoff  for their 

expertise, leadership, patience, and courtesy during some 

trying (wet!!) times during loading of the dredges.            

Dave ñSnowBallò Tomanen for moving 6000+ feet of 

sedimentation pipe from one yard to another and more.                       

Others:                                                                                 

Sue Sutton for her leadership in coordinating the loading 

of dredging equipment at the Dempster yard and at Big 

Stone.                                                                                             

Ken Stange, for his tireless help whenever he was needed.  

Wreckers from Brookings and Big Stone for assistance in 

the loading of the dredges.                                                    

Deweyôs Lawn Care and Landscaping of Milbank for 

repair of damage from Mudcat storage on Big Stone.   
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SECTION A:  ASSOCIATION NEWS (concluded)  

SECTION B:  Nearing the End of  the Operations Division  

MOVING EQUIPMENT TO NEW JERSEY  

     Monson Trucking of Chokio, MN is ready to load the 

ñtwinò to the Restoration.  The engine for this dredge 

had been sent on to NJ earlier.  It took two wreckers from 

Dakota Service of Brookings, and two front-end loaders 

from  Nitteberg Construction of Estelline to load the 

26,000# dredge.  On the way out of the driveway, it hap-

pened again.  The turn space onto the road didnôt change 

from the previous dredge load, and the tractor ended up 

in the ditch at a different angle than the trailer/dredge on 

the road. However, with the expert loader operator, 

Butch Salmonsen, and a second loader operator, they 

were able to get the semi on track and on the way to NJ.  

The tender boat was the last job for Nitteberg Construc-

tion.  They have been invaluable to SDL&SA.  We are 

indebted to them for their patience, expertise.and willing-

ness to adijust their schedules to satisfy our needs. 

ANNOUNCING NEW SDL&SA BOARD MEMBER  

     I am pleased to announce that our Board of Directors, 

in an e-mail vote, unanimously voted to accept Jerry So-

holt as our newest member of the Board.  

      Jerry is a resident of Sioux Falls, and a part time resi-

dent on Clear Lake, in Marshall County.  He is a strong 

supporter for the concept of linking all the Lake Associa-

tions to a common site, giving an opportunity to speak 

with one collaborative voice to media, legislators,  DENR, 

and most importantly, to the cabin and home owners on 

our SD Lakes and Streams. 

     Jerry voiced a belief that we are at a crucial time in 

history for the protection of our Lakes and Waterways.  ñIt 

seems that, in times of economic development, environ-

mental issues can often be pushed back in the priority 

process.ò 

     Mr. Soholt is president of the Avera Health Founda-

tion.  He travels extensively in eastern SD.  His contacts 

with community groups and leaders would energize our 

outreach mission.   

     Jerry has had his cabin on Clear Lake for 7 years, and 

resided on Enemy Swim for 3 years prior. 

    ñWe are all witnessing a transformation of small cabins 

in favor of summer homes.  This impact to our lake is cre-

ating a strain on our septic systems and drain fields.  Col-

lectively, we need to address these issues to protect our 

waterò, Jerry concluded. 

*************  

     Mr. Soholtôs comments are evidence of the potential 

value of his membership on the SDL&SA Board of Direc-

tors.  Welcome aboard!!! 

          Dr. Gerald A. Myers, President 

 


