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On February 8, 2009, Don Marquardt, a friend of all who knew him,
called from this earth that he loved. His family honored our South Dakota Lal
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and Streams Association (SDL&SA) board of directors, staff, and recent employges

to be his honorary pallbearers. His passing at 64 left an empty niche in the hear
his friends and acquaintances, his church, his community, his Nikken network,
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the 17 years he served South Dakota Lakes and Streams. | have little doubt
knowing him, wor king with him, I ntefr
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was deeply committed to always address our mission in a professional and personal
way whenever he met with employees, staff, and leaders of projects we undertook,

as well as agency personnel to whom we were responsible.
(continued on page 2)
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Don was born in Watertown in 1944, and lived After his presidency, in 1998 he was named Water
on a farm near Waverly, SD. His family moved to Congress representative in 1998, and Executive
Missouri where he lived until he moved to South Di rect or, Fall 1998. Du
Shore at the age of 13. He graduated from H.S. following SDL&SA projects gave South Dakota a
there in 1962. After a time in Rapid City, he moved cleaner, healthier lake and stream environment:
to Des Moines, IA to attend the School of Computer 19901994: Wall Lake Restoratioit Sioux
Automation. Don enlisted in the SD National Guard Falls SD

. 1991-1995: Punished Woman Lake Restora-
in 1965 where he spent 4 years. He worked for Blue .. <. ih Shore SD

C_ross/BIue Shield in Qmaha for a time, then stgrted 1995: Eureka Lake RestoratiGhEureka
his own computer business and traveled extensively. sb
He joined Peter Kiewit and Sons until his retirement 19951996: Lake Hidden Wood Restoratidn

at 47,in 1992. He returned to South Shore and spent Selby SD

the last 17 years with South Dakota Lakes and 19951998 Swan Lake RestoratidnViborg
Streams. He also owned and operated the Lake 1996: Lake Pelican Pond Restoration
View Resort on the shores of Punished Woman watertown SD
Lake, and was a member of the Nikken wellness net- 1996: James River DredgirigRedfield
working organization. Sb _ . .

It seems only fitting that we review his activities ., SD1997'1999' Redfield Lake RestoratighRed-
in SDL&SA through the years. Although he started 1997:1998: James River Riparian Restoration
in 1992, the only records | have comes from the i Redfield SD
newsletter of the Association starting in April, 1997. 19981999: Elm River Dredging" Aberdeen
As president of SDL&SA, %D NSt at SOoCI
tiono address in that new 399?8%999 Rav'ns Lr%kﬁ e"i"to?amng“&on his
all positive demeanor. He was always upbeat, never 1999.2000: Bushos -LakenOdlieSD
giving one the idea that t hioa2agos: waelaeRéstbratiogVloodiang t C

out great! The first statements of his front page arti- Park near Pikes Peak CO _ N
cle in the 1997 fstdatewi de WP e elssn Replaratiggsioux
have just wrapped up another good year of S.D Falls SD -

. o 2000-2002: Clear Lake RestoratioinClear
lake restoration. We completed the season with Lake SD

t hree successf ulThedincluded e p r 020082008: S OLake Faulkton Restoratidin
Swan Lake near Sioux Falls, Hidden Wood Lake Faulkton SD

near Selby, and the mobilization of the Redfield 2003: Lake Hendricks Rip Rap Projeict
Lake project. The next two projects were at Lake -2ke Hendricks MN

. . ) 20032004: Lake Cochrane Holding Pond
Pelican near Watertown, and the James River Ripar- Restoratiori Deuel County SD

ian cleanup. Don championed other higiniority 2003: American Sand and Gravel (Ohio)
projects; the Volunteer Monitoring and Adegpt Dredgingi Canton OH
Stream prlohgersaemsar e figood pr Prcf%}(’:t am Lakg:)sel;el County Ag Waste Manage-
Don explained . He ended the report with 210042008 Lake Hanson RestoratignAlex-
fiRemember, each lake community can try to act andria SD
on and make its concerns known, but together we 20052009: Flandreau Park Enhanced Wet-
can actually be heard . land Education CentérFlandreau SD
20062007: Big Stone Lake ATr
Dredgingi Big Stone SD
Destiny is no matter of chance, It is a matter of choice. 2007: Ethanol Project Dundas, MN
It is not a thing to be waited for, It is a thing to be Don served as liaison between the
achieved: William Jennings Bryan SDL&SA Board of Directors, and on all restora-
tion and dredging projects.
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Over the years, Don consulted with many Lake believe that Don had an environmental ethic
Associations and other entities at their invitation, tavhich reflects the ideas and ideals of Robert Nash
help brainstorm possible options for prospective prof aut hor of AWi | derness an
jects under consideration. Al do Leopol d, (as describ
He helped in getting a scholarship matching progratmanac). Nash says that we need an honest apprecia-
between SDL&SA and interested members for supdon of the value of natural resources, independent of
port to middle school students to participate in th@ur human needs and desires. Leopold saw the natu-
Oak Lake Summer Science Camp. He participatexhl world as having profound value and significance
as contributor to the Brookings and James River Wan and of itself, regardless how humans view it. Don
ter Festivals, and was a Water Wizard in the Brookhlived that ethic in all his dealings with approaching
ings Festival 6s Qui z Bowaterrésource mgeuter al year s.

' : - P, An i nteresting si de n
through his SDL&SA documents on one of the com-
pany computers, in search of any files that may help
in the transition phase. | found three files which, al-
though they didndét take n
ot her example of his phil

X lieved in. The words were probably firmly en-
Don as Quiz Bowl Water Wizard Skinny Krull receiving awarl  trenched in his mind, which he drew on whenever a
need occurred (and, believe me, they did occur with
He was instrumental i n rdgelarig lowepthenygarstwhiheSDB&SA).e waamrird s h
of the Year o award. B wsertingdhem here ansth thra adeatthat,mat srayiwidl the t
about the Operations Division of SDL&SAJe was reader come away knowing Don just a little bit better,
able to continue a few projects even after the stateut coming away with words that will make the
discontinued the funding for any dredging operareader a little bit better person. This is what hap-
tions, because he understood the important functiome ned t o meéknowi ng Don m
in the preservation of our natural resources and wild- Dr. Gerald A. Myers, President, SPLASH Editor,
life. and friend.

In the Lake Hidden Wood Dredging Project
of 199596, a personal thank you was extended to all The quotes at the bottom of these pages wgre
SDL&SA staff and employees after its completion.| f i | es | |l ocated in a |fol
Lake Hidden Woodds Pr oj ewas trassfeming thenmta theo SDL&SA tomputgr. F r
derickds entry in the SpTheyrnwgre likéh ref@redStd hs&h® Ancoueteresl | e
ter stated that our Association was determined andproblems in his dayo-day involvement with the
cooperative during the |dobbgedayedn Butthemost telling of Ksrpkilosg-t h
will miss the professional and hardworking people phy of life is the poem also found in the same

that | have had the privilege of working with toward| f ol der . |l 6m sure he |wou
our common goal o. 't wahatbdsatlypetioé ofel aitg om
that Don inspired and maintained through allthe Ass Poemoé i s printed in i|ts
sociation projects throughout his years withhas it was found in hils f
SDL&SA. me! 6 GAM: ED

In an interview for the December 2004
Splash, Don recounted the events of the Lake Faulk-
ton dredging project. He downplayed any obstacles
that occurred during the project, but was quick tof oudre either part of the p
herald its successes. This outlook was characteristfé!ution!
of the way Don always operated.

Eldridge Cleaver
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When things go wrong, as they sometimes will,
When the road you're trudging seems all uphill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high,
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest, if you must, but don't you quit.

Life is queer with its twists and turns,
As every one of us sometimes learns,
And many a failure turns about,
When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don't give up though the pace seems slow  --
You may succeed with another blow.

Often the goal is nearer than,
It seems to a faint and faltering man,
Often the struggler has given up,
When he might have captured the victor's cup,
And he learned too late when the night slipped down,
How close he was to the golden crown.

Success is failure turned inside out -
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,
And you never can tell how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far,
So stick to the fight when you're hardest hit --
It's when things seem worst that you must not quit.
- Author unknown



